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DATE: May 24, 2017 
 
TO: All Virginia BCIA Members and Others 
 
FROM: Scott P. Greiner, Extension Beef Specialist, BCIA Educational Advisor 
 
RE: 2017-2018 Central Bull Test Station Rules & Regulations, Entry Information & Forms  
 
Dear Members: 
 

Enclosed you will find the Rules and Regulations for the Virginia central bull test stations for the 
upcoming 2017-18 season.  We just completed another solid year for BCIA, with an overall bull sale 
average of $3182. The success of our state bull test program depends on a strong partnership with 
you as a consignor as well as our buyers.  We invite you to participate this coming year, and look 
forward to your involvement. 
 

An enclosed sheet summarizes the primary updates and changes that have been made to the 
Rules and Regulations for the coming year.  Based on your input and feedback from our customers, 
several enhancements have been made to the BCIA central test program over the course of the last 
few years. Accordingly, please read the entire Rules and Regulations carefully. 

 
2017 Membership Dues - It is again time to solicit your support of Virginia BCIA through payment 

of your annual dues for the 2017 calendar year.  Dues remain the same at $40.00 per membership.  
In addition, you have the opportunity to join the Virginia Cattleman’s Association at a reduced rate as 
a BCIA member ($30 vs. $50). Please make any address changes to the form (be sure to include your 
e-mail address).  Thank you in advance for your continued support. 
 
Key dates to keep in mind: 

June 15 – Culpeper Senior Entry Forms due in BCIA office (bull delivery will be Tuesday, June 
28) One entry form for bulls is provided in this packet for you (copy or download additional forms from 
the website).  Please get your entries to us as soon as possible. 

 

June 30-  Intention Cards for Southwest due in BCIA office relative to your intentions to bring bulls 
to the SW Test Station (please return as this will assist us in communicating with you and for our 
planning purposes). 
 

All of the enclosed information and forms, as well as historical data can be found on the BCIA 
website at www.bcia.apsc.vt.edu.  Please see the website for a summary of last year’s tests and 
sales.  
 

If you have questions, please let us know.  We look forward to working with you during the 
upcoming year. 
 
cc: Dr. Sherri Clark, Dr. John Currin 

Extension Animal Science Agents / State Breed Associations / Breed Assoc. Field Reps. 

http://www.bcia.apsc.vt.edu/
http://www.bcia.apsc.vt.edu/


Central Bull Test/Sale Rules & Regulations Notes for 2017-18 
The following are updates and changes to the BCIA Bull Test Program for the coming year. These 
changes were brought forth by bull buyer and consignor input, and recently approved by the BCIA 
Board of Directors, with the goal of continuing to build on and strengthen our program. 
 
Culpeper Test and Sale: The consignors at Culpeper have discussed at length strategies to 
strengthen participation, bull numbers, and enthusiasm among buyers for the program. Hence, some 
potential changes and enhancements are in the works. Two things to bring to your attention: 

• Genomic testing for enhanced EPDs is required for all Culpeper bulls effective this year 
• A committee is investigating other potential options for our sale venue. We plan to have a 

decision made prior to delivery day. 
 
Genomic Testing: We strongly encourage you to genomic test your bulls at home prior to delivery to 
enable you to consign bulls with the most desirable and accurate EPDs. We will continue to facilitate 
the collection and submission of DNA on bulls for genomic testing for enhanced EPDs. BCIA 
encourages the use of this technology to enhance the quality of our product. Genomic testing is 
required for all bulls at Culpeper, with consignors electing if they would like their bulls (or portion 
thereof) tested (testing cost borne by consignor).  
 
Consignor Agreement: Note that we have added to the Consignor Agreement a statement regarding 
sale settlement. Sale settlement will happen promptly upon receipt of all sale proceeds, as it always 
has. This is not a change in our operating procedure, but a point we wanted to make sure was 
understood.  
 
Identification: All out of state bulls will need to have approved permanent identification at delivery. An 
EID tag is our preference. 
 
Vaccination Protocol: A few years ago, we made a modification to our vaccination procedures at 
delivery. Administration of modified live 5-way viral vaccine is delayed until the on-test date (rather 
than at delivery). Please follow our pre-delivery health and vaccination requirements closely (see 
Rules and Regulations).  
 
Genetic Defects: Per our rules, all bulls must be eligible for registry (including genetic condition 
requirements). Bulls at risk of being carriers for any genetic defects (based on pedigree) will be 
genotyped as part of our test procedures. We encourage consignors to continue to genotype prior to 
delivery. 


